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happy Pope. He meant to keep his promise to Henry, just
as he had meant to be firm against lay investiture, but when
he was faced by zealous and determined reformers in Rome,
in France, and elsewhere, he yielded; already in 1112 he
revoked the privilege that had been extorted from him.
Henry, though he had humiliated the Pope, had achieved
nothing; the contest continued, but in a much more bitter
form.

The situation      So far he had had Germany behind him, and his position

in Germany ^eTe seeined to be secure. This gave him a confidence which
proved to be unjustified. For, just as Henry IV had been
tempted to challenge the Papacy when he had won a striking
victory over revolt in Germany, so Henry V after demon-
strating his mastery over the Pope felt that he could throw
oft the mask in Germany. In neither case was the initial
victory as decisive as it first appeared to be, so that instead
of dealing with each adversary in turn both kings found
themselves faced with the double task* The task was too
much for them, but their experiences were very different.
Henry V did not rise so high, nor sink so low, as Henry IV.
He had not all the old resources of monarchy. He made
what use he could of the royal domains and the ministeriales,
but he could no longer depend on the bishops, especially the
greatest among them. And though he tried to win the favour
of the Rhine towns by grants of charters, the loyalty which
had been so strikingly evinced in their support of his father
against himself was never transferred to him. On the other
hand., his quarrel with the Papacy was not so serious and he
had not to face an antagonist like Gregory VII; while the
German nobility never united in revolt against him as it had
against Henry IV in 1073 and 1076.

In fact, Germany was beginning to lose something of its
political cohesion. In Bavaria, Suabia, and Saxony the old
ducal authority was being revived, and the duchies were
tending to become autonomous under their dukes. Almost

Bavaria throughout the reign Bavaria held aloof, its duke maintaining
a neutral attitude towards the political conflicts elsewhere;
he was not unfriendly to the king, but he was disinterested

Suabia in the affairs of the kingdom. Suabia was more intimately
connected with the Crown, owing to the marriage of Henry
V's sister Agnes with duke Frederick. But Frederick I had